Investigation of CIA will g o 

where facts lead us: Rockefeller 



NEW YORK (AP) — Vice Prsident 
Nelson A. Rockefeller said Sunday the 
investigation of domestic spying by the 
CIA is going to be pursued “wherever 
the facts lead us.” 

"We'll go as far as any action leads us, 
to a Republican president, to a 
Democratic president or anybody else,” 
he told reporters as he left a CBS studio 
where he appeared on his first network 
television interview show since 
becoming vice president. 

“We are there to get the facts, to get 



them out, to get them to the public and 
(to get) the reasons for whatever 
happened and then to make 
recommendations,” he added. 

“And we’ll put the whole report out. 
We'll make a report to the President and 
we'll release it to the public . ' ’ 

Rockefeller was friendly and jovial 
with reporters who buttonholed him in 
tlie studio lobby. 

But on the show “Face the Nation” he 
became angered when a reporter asked 
if he would “finger" anyone since "you 



had some sort of a connection with the 
CIA yourself and so did Secretary of 
State Kissinger you gave a $50,000 gift 
to." 

Henry Kissinger, as head of the 
National Security Council, has close 
dealings with the CIA and Rockefeller 
was a member of the Foreign 
Intelligence Advisory Board which 
oversees it. Kissinger was a Rockefeller 
aide in.the 1960's. 

The vice president, visibly angry, 
snapped: ‘‘In your question, you 



question my integrity, if you'll excuse 
me for saying so 1 took an oath of of- 
fice. When I take an oath, I carryout that 
oath. 

"There is no conflict as far as I am 
concerned. Wherever the facts lead us 
we will go and you can be assured of 
that." 

Rockefeller said he thought Congress 
can conduct its own investigation 
without leaking secrets, although he said 
that was difficult with so large a body. 
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He noted he had just been the subject of 
an investigation himself after his nomi- 
nation to be vice president, and said that 
there had been a lot of leaks. 

However, he said Sen. Mike Mansfield, 
D-Mont., and Sen. John 0. Pastore, D- 
R.I., had both said a committee of 11 
could conduct a secret investigation. 

"1 think they can if they are 
determined to do it." Rockelfeller said. 
"They had all the secrets of making the 
atom bomb and never leaked a thing." 

When a reporter said his praise and 
unquestioning public support of Ford's 
policies showed "You are falling into the 
syndrome of “me-too'," Rockefeller 
again bristled. 

His views, he said, “happen to 
coincide" with Ford'sr and denied that 
he was concealing them . 

“Rockefeller reiterated his allout 
support for Ford's energy program. 

He told reporters in the lobby Ford had 
shown “tremendous courage." 

"No nibbling littleprogram or bandaid 
is going to solve it," he said. 

On the televised interview, he said that 
he would disagree publicly with Ford 
only on some “fundamental issue,” and 
there had not been any such 
disagreement. Asked for an example of 
what he meant by “fundamental issue,” 
he said he meant a “moral issue.” He 
didn't explain further. 



~t am expressing deep convictions 
that I hold," he said. "You have asked 
me my opinions, and I have voluntarily 
expressed them." 

Rockefeller refused to say if he would 
seek the presidency if Ford doesn't run, 
or whether he ■ would run for vice 
president with Ford. 

He said the American people want the 
president and vice president to be 
“totally focused on the problems of 
today" and not on 1976 politics. He said 
running for president was “just not on 
my mind." 

As for running for vice president with 
Ford, Rockefeller said: “If I said yes, 
then it might be taken that I was put- 
ting pressure on him to ask me. 

"If he asks me, than I will give it 
consideration." 




